
	
	A1
	
	Use and interpret algebraic notation, including

· ab in place of a ( b
· 3y in place of y + y + y and 3 ( y
· a2 in place of a ( a, a3 in place of a ( a ( a,
a2b in place of a ( a ( b
· 
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 in place of a ÷ b
· coefficients written as fractions rather than decimals
· brackets
	

	
	
	
	
	


	
	Teaching Guidance
	

	
	Students should be able to:

· use notation and symbols correctly 

· understand that letter symbols represent definite unknown numbers in equations, defined quantities or variables in formulae, and in functions they define new expressions or quantities by referring to known quantities.
	

	
	Notes
	

	
	It is expected that answers will be given in their simplest form without an explicit instruction to do so.
Students will be expected to know the standard conventions. For example, 2x for 2 ( x and 
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x or 
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for x ÷ 2

x2 is not acceptable for 2 ( x
	

	
	Examples
	

	
	1
	£ x is shared equally between seven people.

How much does each person receive?
	

	
	2
	Write an expression for the total cost of six apples at a pence each and ten pears at b pence each.
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